The Autopsy Report  (AR)    - Instruction, Remarks

· The AR is an official document intended for scientific purposes describing the obduction findings of a person died in hospital. 

· It serves to formulate final clinico-pathologic diagnosis.

· It can be of medico-legal importance

· The record should be optimally dictated at the body to ensure maximum objectivity & fidelity of description
· The description of the autopsy findings follows the course of the obduction itself.

· The quantitative data should be stated in official units (cm, ml, g) , comparisons to thing (egg like, child head size etc to be avoided)

· As a rule positive findings are recorded, not absent pathology. The only exception is the absence of clinically expected pathology (e.g. myocardial infarction, neoplasm etc, which must be explicitly recorded )

· Colours are recorded („light“ or „dark“ are no colours but only intensity characteristics)

· Consistency  - hard, tough, elastic, soft, mess like, spongy, gelatinous, chalk like, waxy, friable etc

· transparent x translucent 

· In a pathology  lesion the following features should be described: 

· size (three dimensions or one (diameter in a spherical lesion), never  two! (= area only)

· shape

· colour

· consistency

· delimitation from surrounding structures

· In a pathological cavity description the following features should be described
· size

· shape

· content

· inner surface (e.g. smooth, papillae…)

· wall thickness

· delimitation from surrounding structures

· In an ulcer (mucose, skin)  description the following features should be described
· size

· shape

· bottom

· edges

· neighbourhood

· In a hollow tube like organ  description the following features should be described
· spaciousness and its changes from a norm – dilation, stenoses (official units to be used)

· shape

· normal status is to be described  as adequate spaciousness (not pervious – this does not exclude a stenosis)

Operated organs and structures  deserve a detailed description: position of parts, anastomoses, surgical wounds, sutures –dehiscence.

OFFICIAL ANATOMICAL NOMENCLATURE TO BE USED.

Operating recommendations & rules during autopsy practices

Galoshes/ overshoes (rubbers), caps, overcoats, mooth screens will be lent. Gloves (disposable) should be brought individually.

During dressing: pay attention as not to let the sleeve laces hang and get spoiled with blood, urine, stool etc.

The mouth screens are of course used once, if not disposable but textile are provided, let them in the corb for washing. Caps & overcoats provided they have been  NOT SPOILED can be used repeatedly – hang in the changing room. IF SPOILED LET IN THE AUTOPSY ROOM for washing, do not take out to the changing room. 
Keep to the hygiene rules. Wash your hands after the practice has been finished. Do not eat or smoke (!!)  before you have washed your hands. Risk of infection.
